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By Megan Broome and 
Wayne Knuckles

The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—By a margin of 
almost 2-1, the Special Pur-
pose Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) passed easily Tues-
day night, with 1,329 yes votes 
(63.80 percent) and 754 no votes 
(36.20 percent). 

Sky Valley voters also 
elected a new council member, 

choosing Moody Barrick over 
Hollie Steil as their represen-
tative. 

Barrick received 97 votes at 
55.43 percent, while Steil had 
77 votes at 44 percent. There 
was one write-in vote. 

Barrick could not be reached 
for comment Tuesday night. 
Steil did not comment on the 
results.

Out of 11,848 registered 
voters in Rabun County, 2,093 

cast their vote, which is a 17.67 
percent turnout. 

Tammy Whitmire, elections 
supervisor, said that the turn-
out was about average when 
compared to such elections 
historically. 

“For those who came out 
and voted, we’d just like to say, 
thank you,” Whitmire said. 

Whitmire credited her staff 
for their hard work during the 
election. 

“I just want to say how proud 
I am of my poll workers, staff 
and my board members. Time 
after time, after every election, 
they give 100 percent,” Whit-
mire said. 

A SPLOST is a special-pur-
pose local-option sales tax 
used as a financing method for 
funding capital outlay projects. 
It is an optional one-percent 
sales tax levied by any county 
for the purpose of funding the 

building of parks, schools, 
roads, and other public facili-
ties. 

According to the intergov-
ernmental agreement between 
all local governments, the 
money will be distributed 
between all local governments 
as follows: 
n $15.5 million to county 

Voters easily approve SPLOST

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—A pro-
posed increase in the 
hotel/motel sales tax in 
Clayton that would be 
earmarked for down-
town improvements is 
apparently dead in the 
water, at least for now.

To increase the tax 
from 5 percent to 8 per-
cent requires legislative 

approval from the Geor-
gia General Assembly.

State Representative 
Matt Gurtler reiterated 
in a letter to Clayton 
Mayor Jordan Green and 
the city council Tuesday 
that he is opposed to any 
tax increase.

“I simply cannot 
support any additional 

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

TIGER—There are a couple of 
new faces on the Rabun County 
winery scene.

Mark Diehl and his wife Sandi 
recently became co-owners of 
Stonewall Creek Vineyards, pur-
chasing an interest from founders 
Carl and Carla Fackler.

Diehl was hard at work recently 
in the field, pruning vines and 
preparing for the 2019 crop.

It’s a far cry from his career as 
an orthopedic surgeon, or from 
the couple’s beginnings of making 
homemade wine.

Diehl, a native of Michigan, first 
met Carl Fackler when the two 
worked together at Scottish Rite 

Hospital in Atlanta in the 1980’s.
Many years later, the Facklers 

and Diehls connected through the 
winery business.

“My wife saw an article in a 
magazine about Carl and Carla 
growing grapes in North Geor-
gia,” Diehl said. “We’d sometimes 

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

TALLULAH FALLS— The water fund budget was a 
significant topic of conversation at the recent Tal-
lulah Falls City Council work session and regular 
meeting.

Results from an audit completed by Joely Mixon, 
certified public accountant (CPA), showed that the 
town is subsidizing their water fund with money from 
the general fund budget. 

“So, just for a recap, we are subsidizing from our 
general fund into our water fund, estimating for this 
year to be $54,786,” said Teri Dobbs, mayor of Tallulah 
Falls. 

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—Rabun 
County native Alton 
Story Jr. helped pro-
tect presidents, kings, 
queens and even the Pope 
during his 21 years with 
the United States Secret 
Service.

The Rabun County 
High School and Univer-
sity of Georgia graduate, 
who now serves a direc-
tor of threat assessment 
at the University of 
Alabama, returned home 

last week to talk about 
his experiences with 
local students and mem-
bers of the Rotary Club of 
Clayton.

He spent a year on the 
road with then-presiden-
tial candidate Donald 
Trump, and was part 
of the protection detail 
when a man tried to take 
the stage from Trump 
during an Ohio cam-
paign stop in 2016,

“We knew something 
bad was going to hap-
pen, we just didn’t know 
when,” Story recalled. 

“The gentleman was 
trying to jump up on the 
stage. He was going to 
push candidate Trump 
off the stage, and he was 
going to steal the micro-
phone and talk to the 
crowd and convince them 
why, I guess, he should 
be president. That, un-
fortunately, was an all 
too common occurrence 
throughout the 2016 cam-
paign.”

Story, who helped pro-
tect Jimmy and Roslyn 
Carter, went skiing with 
Bill Clinton in Colorado, 

visited the Holy Land 
with vice president Al 
Gore and worked the 
rope line with Barrack 
Obama, said he worries 
about the political divide 
in America.

“Throughout my 
21-and-a-half years with 
the Secret Service, I’ve 
never seen this country 
so divided,” he said. “I’m 
very concerned, frankly, 
about what the 2020 elec-
tion is going to be. I’m 
very concerned about my 

Please see SPLOST, A6

New Stewards at Stonewall Creek

Wayne Knuckles/The Clayton Tribune
Mark Diehl, left, Winery Manager Alex Blackwood and Mozart (Mo) the faithful watchdog were busy pruning vines at Stonewall Creek 
Vineyard Monday morning.

Sandi and Mark Diehl take the reigns of local vineyard

Gurtler opposed 

to proposed 

Clayton hotel/

motel tax hike

TF council must make 
tough choices, mayor says

Please see TAX, A7

Please see TF, A6

Wayne Knuckles/The Clayton Tribune
Rabun County native Alton Story Jr. recently retired after 21.5 years 
with the U.S. Secret Service.

Story recalls career with Secret Service

Please see WINERY, A9

Please see STORY, A7
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NORTH GEORGIA
COMMUNITY PLAYERS
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next to the Dillard House Restaurant

Sponsored by:

DILLARD PLAYHOUSE  / 
INSIDE DILLARD CITY HALL

892 FRANKLIN STREET
DILLARD, GA
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Virginia (Ginny) 
Mae Hinde 

McDonough 
(Deane)

Virginia (Ginny) Mae 
Hinde McDonough 
(Deane) died at her home 
in 
Moun-
tain 
Rest, 
S.C. 
sur-
round-
ed by 
her 
family 
on Sat-
urday 
March 
16, 
2019. 

Gin-
ny was born on Septem-
ber 23, 1925 in Toledo 
Ohio to Robert Emmett 
Hinde and Bernadine 
Harriett Nusser Hinde. 
She graduated from the 
University of Toledo 
with a Bachelor’s of Art 
degree in Math Educa-
tion. She married Eugene 
Lyle McDonough in 1948. 
They raised their 7 chil-
dren in Toledo, Ohio, An-
derson, Indiana, Parkers-
burg, West Virginia and 
Winder, Georgia.  She 
taught middle and high 
school math, science and 
physical education.  

Ginny had a glowing 
personality and a love of 
life and family.  Her gift 
of a yearly vacation to 
her children and grand-
children created the 
intergenerational, un-
breakable bond that her 
family shares.  One week 
has grown into two and 

the clan of 9 has grown 
into 57.  Members from 
Maine to China, gather 
at 4th of July and Christ-
mas to share laughter, 
make memories and tell 
stupid jokes.

She delighted in 
nature, collecting 
rocks and shells that 
she happily sorted and 
labelled for her family’s 
viewing pleasure.  Being 
a lifelong learner and 
teacher, she loved teach-
ing her grandchildren 
the sciences behind her 
collections and once had 
the delight of showing 
each and every one of 
them the frozen remains 
of the copperhead snake 
that bit her in her gar-
den. Gardening was her 
passion and she filled 
her yard with flowers, 
herbs and vegetables 
that created an artistic 
masterpiece of God’s cre-
ation.  Her green thumbs 
were also responsible for 
101 zucchini culinary ad-
ventures that her family 
bravely enjoyed.

She loved travel and 
went on 80-plus Elder-
hostel trips that encom-
passed birding, hiking, 
nature photography, 
kayaking, canoeing, 
and art.  She met her 
second husband Doug on 
one of these trips, im-
mediately winning him 
over with a cookie and a 
smile.  They married on 
January 1, 1999, shortly 
after her 73rd birthday.  
They moved to Mountain 
Rest Lake in Mountain 
Rest, SC in 2001 where 
they lived and shared 
their love of God and the 
beauty of the world he 

created.
Her glass was never 

half empty, but always 
overflowing with her 
optimism and grace.  She 
remains an inspiration 
and light to all who had 
the honor of knowing 
and loving her. Her 
strong faith in the Lord 
was evident by the way 
she gracefully lived her 
life, and she leaves a leg-
acy of love, faith, family 
and hope for all.

She is survived by her 
husband Douglas W. 
Deane, her sister Bev-
erly Hinde Sloane, her 
children, Mary Albright 
(Rich), Tom McDonough 
(Tere), Barbie White 
(Steve), Beth Savage 
(Allan), Bob McDonough, 
Patty Wilson (Tommy), 
Margaret Harrison (Mi-
chael), her 24 grandchil-
dren, her 17 great grand-
children, her beloved pup 
Buddy, her church family 
and her precious commu-
nity of friends.

Ginny is preceded 
in death by her first 
husband, Eugene Lyle 
McDonough, her sister 
Patricia Hinde Waters 
and her granddaughter 
Veronica Ann White.

Funeral and burial 
services followed by a 
reception will be held on 
Saturday, March 23, 2019 
at 2 p.m. at St. John’s Lu-
theran Church, 301 West 
Main Street, Walhalla, 
S.C.  Reverend Dr. Rachel 
Connelly will officiate. 
Davenport Funeral Home 
in West Union, S.C. is in 
charge of arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that dona-
tions be made to Chef’s 

Group 2, a ministry 
started by Ginny, at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church.

Geneva Ree 
Crunkleton 
Hunnicutt

Geneva Ree Crunkle-
ton Hunnicutt, age 88, 
of Mountain City, Ga., 
passed away on March 
13, 2019.

Geneva was born the 
daughter of the late Wil-
liam Franklin Crunkle-
ton and Cora Mae York 
on March 26, 1930. 
Geneva was a Christian, 
and was a member of 
the Blue Heights Baptist 
Church where she served 
as Bible School Director 
and Church Clerk, and a 
member of the Womens 
Missionary Union. She 
was a loving mother and 
grandmother. She loved 
her family, gospel music, 
crossword puzzles and 
reading, and was always 
quick to take care of 
anyone.

In addition to her 
parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her 
husband, Jesse Dixson 
Hunnicutt; one son, 
Dickie Hunnicutt; four 
brothers, J.V. Crunkle-
ton, Will Crunkleton, 
Joe Crunkleton, Ray 
Crunkleton; nine sisters, 
Stella Sosebee, Ruby 
Oliver, Margie Oliver, 
Harley Smith, Minerva 
Oliver, Coramae Sheriff, 
Doris Holt, Christine 
Rumsey, Lee Devine.

Her survivors include 
her two sons, Tim (Ange-
la) Hunnicutt and Larry 
(Judy) Hunnicutt; one 

daughter, Jenny En-
glish; ten grandchildren, 
Robbin McClure, Ricky 
Hunnicutt, Shelly Hun-
nicutt, Brian Hunnicutt, 
Alicia Hunnicutt, Mandy 
Howard, Justin English, 
Dixon Hunnicutt, Bobby 
Hunnicutt, Joey Hunni-
cutt; twenty great-grand-
children; sixteen great 
great-grandchildren.

A funeral service was 
held Sunday March 17, 
2019 at the Blue Heights 
Baptist Church in Moun-
tain City, Ga., with Rev. 
Tim Hunnicutt officiat-
ing.

Beck Funeral Home, in 
Clayton, Ga., is in charge 
of the arrangements. If 
there are any questions, 
please call 706-782-9599. 
An online Memorial Reg-
ister Book is available at 
www.beckfuneralhome.
com.

William T. ‘Bill’ 
Sutton

William T. “Bill” 
Sutton, age 84, of Elyria, 
passed away Wednesday, 
March 13, 2019.

He was the devoted 
husband of Marilyn 
Sutton; cherished father 
of Lynn (Rick) Lewis, Pa-
mela (Edward) Wise, and 
Paul (Marianne) Sutton; 
beloved grandfather and 
brother.

Visitation will be Satur-
day, March 23, 2019 from 
noon-2 p.m. in the Sunset 
Chapel, 6245 Columbia 
Rd., North Olmsted, Ohio 
44070 where funeral 
service will commence at 
2 p.m.. 

Memorial contributions 
in William’s name are 
suggested to First Baptist 

Church of Elyria, 11400 
Lagrange Rd., Elyria, 
Ohio 44035. www.dostal-
bokas.com.

Teresa Ann 
Watts Wall

Teresa Ann Watts Wall, 
53, of Ponderosa Road, 
Rabun Gap, Ga. died 
Wednesday, March 13 at 
her home.

Born Nov. 18, 1965 in 
Rabun County, she was 
the daughter of Katie 
Stanfield Watts of Moun-
tain City, Ga. and the 
late Roy Watts. She was a 
graduate of Rabun Coun-
ty High School and was 
manager of Don’s Mobile 
Convenience Store before 
her illness.

Teresa was preceded in 
death by her father, Roy 
Watts and by a brother, 
Frank B. Watts. She is 
survived by her husband, 
David E. Wall of the 
home, her mother, Katie 
Watts of Mountain City, 
Ga., two daughters, Al-
lison Lee Wall of Rabun 
Gap, Ga. and Ashley 
Jane Brodeur of Tiger, 
Ga., a stepson, William 
David Wall of Clayton, 
Ga. Three grandchildren, 
Aubry Arreguin, Seth 
Brodeur and C.J. Brodeur 
also survive.

Funeral services were 
held Saturday, March 
16, 2019 in the Chapel of 
Hunter Funeral Home, 
with Rev. Thomas Burrell 
officiating. Burial was 
in the Head of Tennessee 
Cemetery, Dillard, Ga.

Hunter Funeral Home 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

MCDONOUGH

for our county, district, 
and state. We may dis-
agree on issues now and 
in the future, but I’m 
disappointed to see any-
one, especially elected 
officials, let a differ-
ence of opinion lead 
them to say things that 
are simply not true. It’s 
playing into the worst 
of politics, and it’s one 
reason why people hate 
politics.

 I simply cannot 
support any additional 
taxation than what is 
absolutely necessary. I 
also find it problematic 
and disingenuous that 
this tax hike request is 
being made while the 
SPLOST vote is ongo-

ing. Unfortunately, this 
is nothing new, and is 
in line with the “tax 
and spend” mentality I 
see far too often at the 
Capitol. Elected offi-
cials never seem to have 
enough, and always 
seem to want more. Re-
sorting to falsehoods to 
try and push one’s agen-
da, is not ok, and we 
should hold our elected 
officials to a much high-
er standard. 

This request to 
increase hotel/motel 
taxes on Georgians 
also stems from many 
things, including the 
dispute between the 
city of Clayton and the 
county. Perhaps may-
be before throwing a 
tantrum to raise taxes, 
the mayor should think 
about his actions and 
his responsibility as a 
leader.

When I first ran for 
office 3 years ago I 
promised I would never 
support or vote for a 
tax increase, and I have 
kept that promise be-
cause government is ob-
viously too big already. 
There are other op-
tions for us to increase 
economic development 
such as lowering tax-
es and keeping money 
where it should be, in 
the hands of the people. 

If you have any 
questions about Dis-
trict 8 Day, or anything 
else, as always feel 
free to contact me at 
matt@mattgurtler.
com or call my office at 
404.656.0188.

Thank you all again 
for your constant 
support. It’s been an in-
teresting and as always 
exciting 3 months. To-
gether we have accom-

plished a lot in the past 
few years, but we still 
have much more to do!

I will continue advo-
cating for the route of 
less government and 
more freedom for our 
great State, and as 
always, it is an honor to 
serve you all.

Matt Gurtler rep-
resents Rabun County 
in the Georgia General 
Assembly.

GURTLER
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE A5

Records show that 
this subsidizing has 
been occurring at least 
since 2012. 

“Here’s some histor-
ical information, in 
2017 it was $58,161, in 
2016, it was $57,207, in 
2015, it was $56,454, in 
2014 it was $48,992, in 
2013 it was $46,435 and 
in 2012 it was $45,605,” 
Dobbs said. 

“Clearly, we do not 
bring in enough mon-
ey to run our water 
department. We don’t 
have enough reve-
nues,” Dobbs said. 

Dobbs noted that it is 
recommended that for 
an enterprise fund like 
the water department 
to at least break even, 
so additional revenue 
sources would have to 
be explored. 

“These are hard 
decisions. I mentioned 
when I came into 
office, we would be 
pulling each layer and 
looking at it to peel 
back the ugly, and this 
is an ugly. So, we as 
elected leaders have 
to start making some 

hard decisions as to 
how we’re going to 
start bringing reve-
nues in. We need to 
make this water fund 
self-sufficient,” Dobbs 
said. 

Dobbs stressed how 
important a self-suf-
ficient water fund is 
to the survival of the 
town. 

“So, based on the 
numbers of what we’re 
bringing in and what 
we’re paying out, 
historically, we won’t 
survive as a town,” 
Dobbs said. 

Dobbs said that they 
need to work to imple-
ment changes in order 
to keep the town in 
working order. 

The audit also 
showed that the gar-
bage service is being 
subsidized and not all 
members of the town 
are utilizing the ser-
vice. 

Linda Lapeyrouse, 
city clerk for Tallulah 
Falls, estimated that 
about 10 people utilize 
the garbage pickup 
service and that it is 
currently not available 
to everyone. 

She advised the 
council that “if you 
want to continue 

garbage, we need to 
rethink how we’re 
going to do garbage 
and make it available 
to everybody,” Lapey-
rouse said. 

Mary Beth Hughes, 
council member, said 
she is one of the people 
who uses the garbage 
service,  but that she 
would be fine with not 
having the service if it 
was for the betterment 
of TallulahFalls.

There was discussion 
of exploring the idea 
of removing garbage 
service altogether, and 
councilmember Larry 
Hamilton explained 
the reasoning behind 
having the garbage 
service in the first 
place.

“Years ago, we were 
told that we were re-
quired to provide five 
essential services to be 
a qualified city. So, we 
decided that we would 
add garbage service to 
one of our five essen-
tial services to be a 
qualified city,” Hamil-
ton said. 

Hamilton noted that 
it may have changed 
now, because he has 
been told that now 
only three services are 
required. The program 

was needed at the time 
because of problems 
with people not be-
ing able to properly 
dispose of their trash 
in a dumpster before 
the recycling center 
existed. 

However, the audit 
did reveal several pos-
itive improvements for 
the town. 

“As far as the audit 
itself, there were no 
big issues. You guys 
are coming a long way 
and have come a long 
way,” Mixon said. 

She noted that Tallu-
lah Falls has automat-
ed their water billing, 
tax billing, and made 
QuickBooks more 
functional, which is an 
important accomplish-
ment. 

Mixon also praised 
the town for not being 
in debt. 

“You have no out-
standing debt, I think 
that’s important to 
mention,” Mixon said. 

Mixon also discussed 
current liabilities. 

“Current liabilities 
are just, maybe payroll 
liabilities and things 
like that. Because you 
all don’t have any debt 
as a town, and that’s 
pretty remarkable,” 

Mixon said. 
Mixon noted that 

operating grants and 
contributions have 
increased overall by 28 
percent and property 
taxes have increased 
by 10 percent, which is 
based on increases in 
property values that 
were experienced in 
this past year.

Overall increases in 
expenses for adminis-
trative is 14 percent, 
fire has increased by 
156 percent, police and 
courts has increased by 
11 percent and public 
works and streets has 
increased by 68 per-
cent, Mixon explained. 

Mixon said that the 
town could cover a 
little over 16.5 months 
of expenses if cash in-
f lows were to cease. 

“Think of that as 
your reserves,” Mixon 
said. “So, I will tell you 
this, the norm is usual-
ly 12 months, so 16.5 is 
very good.” 

“That was all the 
past year planning for 
many, many years in 
this town,” Dobbs said. 

In other business, 
the council approved 
a motion stating that 
the owner of the new 
business property on 

Main Street would be 
contacted and informed 
that he must have a 
building permit. In 
addition, when the 
council is alerted of 
a building that does 
not have a permit, 
they will be diligent 
in requiring building 
permits according to 
the city ordinance. 

The council approved 
a motion to sign an 
intergovernmental 
agreement with Haber-
sham County for fuel, 
so Police Chief Tonya 
Elrod can get gas in 
either Rabun County 
or Habersham Coun-
ty, since she lives in 
Habersham County. 

Representatives for 
the comprehensive 
plan were named. Keith 
Nelms and Ann Erving 
are the representatives 
and David Hart is the 
substitute. 

TF
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projects. Including, $1 
million for a Sheriff’s 
building, $3 million for 
administration/court-
house, $4 million for jail 
expansion, $5 million 

for water and sewer and 
$2.5 million for roads and 
bridges. 
n $2.3 million to Clay-

ton projects. $1.5 million 
for roads and streets, 
$500,000 for water and 
sewer improvements, 
$240,000 for City Hall 
maintenance and repair 
and $60,000 for public 
safety. 

n $440,000 for Dillard 
projects. $170,000 to roads 
and bridges, $170,000 for 
water and sewer im-
provements, and $100,000 
for city complex renova-
tions. 
n $390,000 for Sky 

Valley projects. $50,000 
for buildings, $100,000 for 
equipment and $240,000 
for roads and streets. 

n $650,000 for Moun-
tain City projects. 
$310,000 for City Complex 
Renovations, $250,000 for 
roads and bridges and 
$90,000 for public safety. 
n $500,000 for Tiger 

projects. $350,000 for 
roads and bridges and 
$150,000 for parks and 
recreation. 
n $220,000 for Tallulah 

Falls projects. $120,000 
for water and sewer 
improvements. $50,000 
for roads and bridges and 
$50,000 for public build-
ings. 

SPLOST
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

SEND US YOUR 
NEWS ITEMS

Please send news stories 
to The Tribune by 5 p.m. 
on Mondays. You may 
drop news items off at 
our 120 North Main St., 
offices in Clayton or fax 
items to 706-782-4230.

http://www.beckfuneralhome.com
http://www.dostalbokas.com


OUR OPINION

‘Home Rule’ doesn’t mean you 

should be blocking home plate

YOUR OPINION

Voters made the right 

choice on SPLOST
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OUR LAWMAKERS

Politics can be a lot like 
Atlanta Braves base-
ball.

Sometimes you win, some-
times you lose, sometimes you 
get rained out, but you have to 
suit up for all the games.

You do your best to help the 
home team win.

Or at the very least, you 
don’t try to block home plate 
when your own team is about 
to score the winning run.

But that’s what State Rep-
resentative Matt Gurtler is 
doing when it comes to the 
city of Clayton’s request to 
increase the hotel/motel tax 
from 5 percent to 8 percent 
in order to help finance some 
badly-needed infrastructure 
improvements in the down-
town corridor.

Under the “home rule” 
provision of the Georgia Con-
stitution, counties are fairly 
autonomous when it comes to 
setting their own rules and 
regulations.

It’s different for municipal-
ities. The state constitution 
lists several areas where cities 
must receive approval from 
the state legislature before 
they can make changes.

Taxation is one of those 
areas.

In December, the Clayton 
City Council heard about 
the need for infrastructure 
improvements. By all ac-
counts, the city is on the cusp 
of growth and development 
of historic proportions. To 
be ready, utility lines need 
to be relocated, sidewalks 

need to be rebuilt and water 
issues—both on the surface 
and in the pipes—need to be 
addressed.

All these needs require 
working capital.

While the Special Pur-
pose Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) will provide some 
funding for this important 
work, it won’t be enough to do 
what needs doing.

City officials came up with 
the idea of raising the hotel/
motel tax by 3 percent, and 
using the proceeds for what 
amounts to economic develop-
ment. Much like the SPLOST, 
this is an excellent idea. It 
funnels non-resident dollars 
into local projects that will 
greatly benefit everyone in our 
community.

Because it’s a taxation issue, 
the city is required under state 
law to receive special permis-
sion from the Georgia General 
Assembly before they can act.

That means Rabun County’s 
local legislators must intro-
duce enabling legislation and 
ask for the approval of their 

colleagues.
It’s generally a formality, 

and such legislation is often 
routinely approved.

But by refusing to even 
introduce the requested 
legislation, Rep. Gurtler is 
not just standing on his own 
principles. He is also deny-
ing his colleagues in the 
House of Representatives the 
opportunity to vote on the 
measure.

To be fair, a Clayton hotel 
owner came before the council 
Tuesday and stated his opposi-
tion to the proposed increase, 
so even locally, not everyone is 
in agreement. And also in the 
interest of fairness, we should 
recognize that Rep. Gurtler 
has been transparent since he 
first ran for office about the 
fact that he is opposed to tax 
increases in any form.

State Sen. John Wilkin-
son (R-Toccoa), who also 
represents Rabun County, is 
ready and willing to intro-
duce Clayton’s request in his 
chamber, according to one city 
official. It’s believed the mea-
sure would be overwhelmingly 
approved by state senators

The same would likely hap-
pen in the House of Represen-
tatives.

Only, lawmakers there 
apparently won’t get a chance 
to vote.

Matt Gurtler is blocking 
home plate.

Wayne Knuckles is the editor 
and publisher of The Clayton 
Tribune.  

Officials must follow 
through on pledge

This paper quoted our new 
commissioner, Scott Crane, as 
saying at the recent SPLOST 
forum, “We are communi-
cating (now). We want to be 
transparent. We want to let 
you know what we do with 
your money.”  I say, thank you, 
Mr. Crane.

Do our elected officials in 
Clayton and the County and 
their appointed managers 
have the desire to change their 
“take it or leave it” negotiating 
styles and work together to 
implement solutions for the 
common good?

As a Rabun resident, I sure 
hope so!

 
Cynthia Koebert  

DILLARD

Voting ‘no’ on everything
is not a way to govern

In last week’s newspaper, I 
was dismayed to read that our 
state representative Matt Gur-
tler decided not to bring for-
ward a request from the City of 
Clayton to increase the hotel/
motel tax from 5 percent to 8 
percent.  Mr. Gurtler claims 
he is a no tax guy, but the fact 

that he decided on not moving 
this legislation forward is an 
abuse of power.  

His repeated statements 
regarding letting the free 
markets decide is absolute 
nonsense when it comes to this 
tax.  This tax isn’t about the 
free market, it is about a tax 
that almost every hotel/motel 
in the country charges.  Has 
anyone ever made a decision 
on what hotel to stay at based 
on the tax rate?  On a $100 
hotel bill the tax amounts 
currently to $5 and would 
increase to $8.  Since the 
majority of residents of Rabun 
County do not live in a hotel/
motel, I doubt this increase 
would be a financial hardship 
for them.

However, it would help Clay-
ton (and as Clayton prospers 
so does the rest of the county) 
with much needed repairs to 
the roads and sidewalks, in-
frastructure, a solution to the 
lack of parking downtown, etc.

Recently on the local NPR 
station they were talking 
about what was going on in 
the state legislature and they 
mentioned the guy who votes 
NO to everything.  They were 
referring to our state represen-
tative.  Voting NO is so much 
easier that compromising.  
Saying NO is very easy when 
you know the vote is going to 

be YES by other legislators.  
In a county where 33 percent 

of the people don’t know where 
there next meal is coming 
from I would rather our repre-
sentative work for the good of 
the people and leave his anti-
quated free market ideas for a 
philosophy discussion rather 
than a way to govern.  

Judith Cox
RABUN GAP

Local government has
not been transparent

I have just read the current 
Clayton Tribune letters to the 
editor, along with the cartoon 
about government transparen-
cy, and find the cartoon most 
appropriate

With Greg James as the 
head commissioner along with 
Will Nichols, and the former 
commissioner Kay Darnell, 
and County Attorney Stock-
ton, our local county govern-
ment has not been transpar-
ent. They do not follow good 
protocol with public outcry 
according to Roberts Rules Of 
Order in conducting business. 
If you are not pre-approved by 
Darrin Giles, and Debra Ja-
cobs with your issue, you will 
not be allowed to speak to the 

The taxpayers have spoken, and their voices could not be 
clearer.

By voting nearly 2-1 to approve another round of the Special 
Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST), Rabun County taxpayers 
recognized the importance of the approximately $20 million that will 
be raised—much of it from the pockets of non-residents—to contribute 
toward the future growth of our community.

Thanks to the overwhelming show of support, all residents of 
Rabun County will benefit in the form of road improvements, public 
building upgrades, and enhancements to public safety, water, sewer 
and infrastructure.

SPLOST funds will also pay for additional jail space and improved 
facilities of the Rabun County Sheriff’s Department. The current jail 
facility has to be expanded sooner or later if current incarceration 
trends continue. It’s wiser, and cheaper, to do this project sooner rath-
er than later.

The city of Clayton in particular will benefit greatly from the 
SPLOST. They will receive approximately $2.3 million to go toward 
improving sidewalks and downtown infrastructure. This work is sore-
ly needed. Clayton is on the cusp of a tremendous growth surge. They 
were shut out completely in the previous round of SPLOST funding.

Clayton is the economic hub of Rabun County. As we stated recently, 
it’s vital that timely investments be made to keep the wheels of com-
merce working to benefit all residents.

But with the victory comes another message that local elected offi-
cials would be wise to heed.

Voters are tired of the arguing, the court battles and the lack of 
cooperation and coordination between Rabun County and municipal 
governments.

Voters will be watching the SPLOST money closely this time 
around. They will ask lots of questions. They have every right to 
do so. They want to make sure the money is applied as they were 
promised.

And if they aren’t satisfied real change is taking place, voters have 
the power, and indeed, an obligation, to “throw the bums out” and 
elect fresh faces who are able to put the petty differences aside for the 
good of the community as a whole.

A good start toward a new era of openness in local government 
would be for county commissioners to revisit an idea that was first 
put forth in the run-up to the SPLOST referendum.

Some Georgia counties have formed advisory committees to help 
monitor and report on SPLOST funds and how they are being spent.

Commissioners grumbled previously that such a committee would 
be an unnecessary burden. They claimed such a committee would 
usurp their own authority as given them by the voters.

Neither assertion holds water under close scrutiny.
With no power, no vote and no axe to grind, such a citizens com-

mittee would serve only one purpose—to keep the taxpayers of 
Rabun County better informed.

It’s a topic that worthy of further consideration in the near future.
But for now, thanks to everyone who came out to make their 

voice heard Tuesday for and against the SPLOST.
No matter which side of the issue you were on, your vote 

counted.

Wayne
Knuckles
Publisher
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Please see LETTERS, A5

mailto:thetribune@theclaytontribune.com
http://www.dougcollins.house.gov
http://www.isakson.senate.gov
http://www.perdue.senate.gov
mailto:matt@mattgurtler.com
mailto:john.wilkinson@senate.ga.gov
mailto:thetribune@theclaytontribune.com
Mike
Line

Mike
Line

Mike
Line

Mike
Line

Mike
Line

Mike
Line

Mike
Line




