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The Clayton Tribune
Republicans romp in Rabun

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—Rabun 
County native Scott 
Crane picked up near-
ly eight out of every 10 
votes cast in the race for 
a county commission, 
incumbent Chip Durpo 
lost his seat on the Sky 
Valley City Council, and 
Sky Valley residents easi-
ly approved a referendum 
on earlier Sunday alcohol 
sales in Tuesday’s gener-
al election.

Over 66 percent of vot-
ers registered in Rabun 
County went to the polls 
or voted early.

Of all the races on the 
ballot, the contest be-
tween Crane and local 
businesswoman Deidre 
Howell was easily the 
most watched.

Republican Crane 
defeated Howell handily, 
winning with 5,853 votes 
to 1,601 votes for Demo-
crat Howell in unofficial 

results released Tuesday 
night.

Crane was quick to 
thank his supporters and 
congratulate his oppo-
nent.

“To hear results like 
I’ve heard tonight, and 
the overwhelming sup-
port this community is 
showing me and the faith 
they’re putting in me, I’m 
humbled,” Crane said. 
“Deidre ran a great race. 
This is her first race also. 
She’s been nothing but 
a fair candidate. I have 
nothing but the utmost 
respect for her, and I 
wish her well.”

Howell was quick to 
return the compliment.

“I have all the respect 
in the world for Scott,” 
she said. “I appreciate 
him working toward get-
ting the things done that 
need to be done in Rabun 
County. I appreciate my 

Crane handily defeats

Howell for seat on county

commission, Durpo loses

Wayne Knuckles/The Clayton Tribune
Newly-elected Rabun County Commissioner Scott Crane (left) receives congratuations from challenger 
Deidre Howell Tuesday night at the Rabun County Board of Elections Office.

Election 

smooth but

scary, says

Whitmire
By Wayne Knuckles

The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—Rabun 
County Supervisor of 
Elections Tammy Whit-
mire was able to breathe 
a sigh of relief Tuesday 
night as election results 
were finally being tabu-
lated.

“This has been a scary 
election,” the 12-year 
veteran supervisor 
said. “If you had told me 
when I took this job that 
I would be training my 
poll workers about active 
shooters, because people 
are so angry and because 
we represent elections, to 
me that’s scary. To real-
ize how angry people are. 
And I mean, it’s not that 
they’re just a little angry. 
One of my hardest jobs is 
to work with people and 

Please see ELECTION, A2

Chris Stiles/The Clayton Tribune
Rabun County Schools Superintendent Melissa Williams will retire at the end of the current school year. Pictured, Williams, left, works 
alongside Administrative Assistant Kitty Panell.

By Chris Stiles
Staff Writer

TIGER — Rabun County School 
Superintendent Melissa Williams 
recently announced she will retire 
at the end of the 2018-19 school 
year.

Williams will retire after a 34-
year career in education, and by 

her retirement next summer will 
have served in Rabun County for 
the last five years.

“I’ve been thinking about it 
for a while and praying about 
it,” Williams said. “My husband 
retired from south Georgia about 
three years ago and moved up. 
So altogether a lot of things have 
come together, and I think it’s time 

to allow someone else the opportu-
nity to lead in this position.”

Williams says that she’s enjoyed 
her more than three decades in 
education, but that they’ve taken 
their toll, and that she wants to 
spend more time with family, in-
cluding aging parents who live in 

Superintendent Williams to retire next year

Please see WILLIAMS, A9

Cities reject 
county’s ‘final’
offer on SDS
Clayton, Sky Valley say

they will seek resolution

to dispute in Superior Court

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON – The cities 
of Clayton and Sky Valley 
will ask a Superior Court 
judge to help resolve the 
long-running and costly 
dispute with the Rabun 
County Commission 
over a Service Delivery 
Strategy.

Last month, county 
commissioners extend-
ed what they termed a 
“final” offer to the cities 
to resolve SDS, and set 
a deadline of Nov. 7 for 
a response. They agreed 
they would turn to the 
legal system to resolve 
the dispute after that, but 
the cities beat them to the 
punch.

Meeting separately last 
Thursday, the Clayton 
and Sky Valley councils 
approved nearly identical 
resolutions calling for 

the matter to be heard by 
a judge.

The vote was unani-
mous in Clayton. 

In Sky Valley, council 
member Connie Larsen 
abstained.

“To me, it’s a sad 
situation and a sad day,” 
Clayton Councilman Carl 
Butler said last week. “I 
guess I came in here with 
a false assumption that 
we would be able to work 
something out.”

“The point I want to 
make is that it’s not a 
frivolous lawsuit, and it’s 
not a malicious lawsuit,” 
Clayton Mayor Jordan 
Green added. “It’s a part 
of Georgia law that you 
have to file this petition. 
It has to go in front of 
a judge, and typically 
more times than not, the 

Please see SDS, A3

Please see RESULTS, A10

Gober wins state again!
SEE PAGE B1
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Election board member resigns over hiring
By Wayne Knuckles

The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—The hiring of 
Scott Crane to fill the new-
ly-created position of Safe 
Schools Coordinator for the 
Rabun County School District 
late last month has prompt-
ed the resignation of a local 
Board of Elections member.

Crane was elected to a term 
on the Rabun County Board of 
Commissioners Tuesday night.

In an email to the election 
board and county officials last 
Thursday, Joan C. Rivers said 
she was resigning because 
“this doesn’t smell right.”

“I cannot continue in my po-
sition serving the county on the 
Elections Board and rest peace-
fully at night,” Rivers wrote.

Crane said he had no advance 
knowledge of the job and didn’t 
even learn about the opening 
until his boss at the time,  the 
sheriff of Banks County, told 
him about the opening in Rabun.

He said he 
did not re-
ceive prefer-
ential treat-
ment during 
the screening 
process.

Rabun 
County 
Schools 
Superinten-
dent Melissa 
Williams said 
Monday the 
position of Safe Schools Coor-
dinator was created as part of 
the district’s long-long range 
safety plans and had been under 
discussion for some time. It was 
advertised on the district’s web-
site beginning in August. 

Crane was selected from 
among four final candidates by 
a screening committee that in-
cluded local school principals 
in late October, she said.

“We’re excited the board 
followed through to make 
a commitment to make our 

(learning) environment as 
secure as it can be,” Williams 
said. “I applaud them. I told 
the board other systems have 
hired someone to oversee 
school safety.”

Williams said Crane is an 
employee of the school system 
in his role as safety coordina-
tor. He does not work for the 
county.

“He’s not an employee of the 
sheriff’s office and he will not 
evaluate the school resource 
officers,” Williams said. “He 
doesn’t control any funds.”

Williams said she sought the 
advice of the school district’s 
attorney when she found out 
Crane was the finalist to make 
sure there would be no conflict 
of interest if he were elected to 
the county commission.

Rivers said she was “dis-
heartened” that “a candidate 
for Rabun County Commis-
sioner was granted a job … 
literally days before the mid-
term election.”

Crane was previously em-
ployed in Banks County.

“I always wondered how a 
full-time employee in another 
county with a great deal of 
responsibility in public safety 
would have time for a post 
with the Rabun County Com-
mission,” Rivers wrote.

Contacted Monday, Rivers 
said her concerned stemmed 
from what she termed “a 
history of jobs just appearing 
without going through proper 
channels.”

“It just struck me as odd,” 
Rivers said. “I can’t help but 
think the job was created for 
him. I have to go with my gut if 
I think something’s amiss.”

Crane said there was noth-
ing improper about the way he 
landed the job.

“Absolutely not,” he said 
when asked. “I wasn’t treated 
any different than any other 
candidate.”

According to a job descrip-
tion Williams provided that 

was posted on the district’s 
website, the safe schools coor-
dinator is contracted to work 
230 days a year.

The job description lists 
the minimum qualifications 
as “academic background or 
related work experience and 
skills in an area related to 
youth development; strong 
communication skills; expe-
rience working with data and 
figures; strong background in 
technology; ability to create 
and make presentations to var-
ious groups. Law enforcement 
experience and a Bachelor’s 
degree preferred.”

Williams said the starting 
salary for the position--$54,000 
per year — will be paid from 
local funds.

“I’m looking forward to 
working to help keep the 
students safe, the staff safe,” 
Crane said. “I’m looking 
forward to working with 
everyone because this job is so 
important.”

CRANE

The Rabun County 
Tourism Development 
Authority set up an 
information tent at 
Tallulah Gorge State 
Park Saturday to provide 
information about Rabun 
County to visitors.

“The TDA has been 
trying to get details 
worked out on the high 
volume visitor days, 
namely the whitewater 
release dates, since the 
mid-summer,” said direc-
tor Teka Earnhardt. “We 
talked to hundreds and 
hundreds of people.”

Earnhardt said volun-
teers manning the tent 
were able to give out 
bottled water to the first 
200 visitors and hand out 
informational literature.

“We told folks about 
our restaurants, our 
shops, our vineyards our 
distilleries, our horse-
back riding and Foxfire, 
to name a few,” she said. 
“It was a fabulous day. 
Park Ranger Jenni-
fer Jones told me that 
Saturday’s attendance 
rivaled the attendance 
for the solar eclipse last 
year. We counted at least 
eight large tour busses. 
Many were from Atlanta 
but one was from Missis-
sippi. We had a lot of fun 
talking to all these folks 
and telling them about 
all the things they need 
to come back and do here 
in Rabun County.”

Earnhardt said the 
TDA wants to help the 
park’s visitors discover 
other attractions Rabun 

County has to offer.
“One of our goals was 

to find a way to drive 
visitors to the Gorge up 

into the rest of Rabun 
County,” she added. “The 
county put up a sign at 
the stoplight showing 

Clayton to the north 
several months ago. Our 
information tent was 
another to drive that 

traffic. We feel confident 
that was accomplished 
on Saturday.

Submitted Photo
The Rabun County Tourism Development Authority set up an information booth at Tallulah Gorge State Park last weekend to help promote area businesses and attractions.

TDA markets Rabun County to Gorge visitors

judge will turn it over to 
a court-appointed me-
diator, and nobody has 
a choice but go and sit 
and try to talk things 
through.”

Clayton City Attorney 
Mitch Baker said the 
judge would most likely 
rule on any disputes 
that still aren’t settled, 
based on the law.

“If they can’t agree…
the various issues would 
go before the judge, and 
the judge would have 
to make a ruling on the 
facts of the law to tell us 
who is accurate in their 
interpretation,” Baker 
said. “The judge’s eval-
uation of the law may be 
somewhere in between 
the city’s position and 
the county’s position.”

Green said he had 
hoped the matter could 
be resolved without tak-
ing it through the legal 
system.

“I’m very disappoint-
ed,” he said. “This coun-
cil came together and 
worked through what 
we thought was a fair 
and equitable proposi-
tion to give the county. 
Then come to find out 
at the last commission 
meeting the commis-
sioners didn’t actually 
work through the pro-
posal themselves. They 
handed it to an attorney, 
to an administrator and 
to a clerk to come up 
with a response. That 
has not helped the pro-
cess at all.”

Butler said he found 

a recent headline in The 
Clayton Tribune stating 
the county has made a fi-
nal offer on SDS amusing.

“It should have been, 
county ‘finally’ makes 
an offer, because they 
never had made one be-
fore and it wasn’t much 
of one when they did,” 
he said. “I personally 
don’t think they even 
know what SDS is.”

Butler said county 
commissioners have 
chosen to hand SDS 
details off to staff mem-
bers.

“When I came on (the 
council) over a year 
ago, I’d never heard of 
SDS,” Butler said. “The 
first thing Cissy (Henry, 
city manager) did was 
throw a paper in frot of 
me and say ‘read it.’ I 
read it, I’ve listened and 
I think I understand. 
I don’t think some 
(county commission-
ers) do. I think they’re 
disengaged. It’s almost 
like the tail is wagging 
the dog down there. As 
Jordan said, I think 
they’re letting other 
people made decisions 
for them.”

Butler then praised 
Green for his handling 
of the negotiations on 
SDS.

“Jordan, I want to 
compliment you,” he 
said. “In all these meet-
ings and things we’ve 
had, you’ve remained 
calm, you’ve been ratio-
nal and you’ve been well 
informed. We’ve tried to 
negotiate in good faith. I 
feel like that as a coun-
cil, for the most part 
we’ve been respectful 
in all these meetings. 
It’s sad that it’s come to 

this.”
“I share the same sen-

timent to this council,” 
Green said. “Everybody 
has worked to do bet-
ter.”

Council member Eliz-
abeth Chapman also ex-
pressed disappointment 
the cities and county 
could not come to terms.

“I just want to say 
that my regrets are 
very strong that I have 
to take this vote today, 
because I really thought 
that there towards the 
end we could come to 
some sort of resolution, 
other than what we’re 
going to have to do,” 
Chapman said.

The county had 
agreed to make several 
concessions on issues 
raised by Sky Valley 
and Clayton.

The county’s offer did 
not, however, include a 
yearly payment to the 
two cities for road re-
pairs and maintenance 

they maintain they are 
entitled to receive.

Clayton is seeking 
about $190,000 annually 
for street and road main-
tenance, with Sky Valley 
seeking $74,500 per year.

Clayton had asked for 
$34,390 annually to fund 
the city marshal’s office, 
the elimination of land-
fill tipping fees for the 
city, a new ladder truck 
to be purchased by the 
county for city fire pro-
tection, 15 tons of road 
salt annually, and an 
extension of their water 
and sewer service area to 
include all customers in 
the southern half of the 
county.

Sky Valley also sought 
reimbursement for road 
repair and maintenance, 
as well as $60,000 for city 
fire protection, $2,700 to 
fund the city’s planning 
and zoning office, $13,000 
for the city marshal’s 
office, road salt, a waiver 
of tipping fees and for 

the county to take over 
maintenance of Bogg 
Mountain Road.

The county was willing 
to pay Sky Valley $65,000 
a year for fire protection, 
and to waive landfill tip-
ping fees for the cities.

The county would 
only agree to fund town 
marshals if the fees they 
generate go into county 
coffers.

County officials also 
suggested they were 

willing to explore alter-
nate ways to resolve the 
conflict with Clayton 
over water and sewer 
services.

City and county offi-
cials met last month to 
discuss a resolution to 
the SDS conflict with-
out supporting staff or 
attorneys present.

They were unable to 
come to an agreement, 
however.
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This weekend would be a perfect time 
to go shopping in Rabun County!

Support our community,
Shop Rabun County!

When you plan a big shopping trip, do you often start by 
thinking about out-of-town destinations? 

Before you hop in your car and head towards the county 
line, think about the hundreds of local merchants who offer 
tremendous selection, competitive prices and friendly, 
hometown service.

When you buy something out of town, it’s tough to 
return the item if it doesn’t fit or doesn’t work. Think 

about how convenient a local business can be in 
those cases.

Give local merchants the first chance to earn 
your business and support local jobs.

www.theclaytontribune.com

SEND US YOUR CELEBRATIONS
Please send celebrations news by 5 p.m. 

on Mondays. You may drop news items off 
at our 120 North Main St., offices in Clayton, 
fax items to 706-782-4230 or e-mail items 

to: thetribune@theclaytontribune.com.

SDS
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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