
Thanks to the CLAYTON TRIBUNE and the LEAGUE OF 
WOMEN VOTERS for sponsoring this evening’s event. I am 
here to speak for the Rabun County Coalition for Good 
Government.  We are a   nonpartisan organization consisting of 
Republicans, Democrats, Mountain Progressives, and Rabun 
County Alliance. 

We formed in early 2018 to motivate Rabun County and 
its cities to resolve the outstanding Service Delivery Strategy 
and end the decades-long "water and sewer wars."  
 
Our mission has expanded to facilitate open communication 
between local governments and citizens.

 Tonight we are here to provide our questions and input on the 
upcoming SPLOST vote. We fully understand the value of 
SPLOST income to our community and it is a fact that...”we 
need the money”. I like many of you, have always supported the 
SPLOST.

 Yet, we are here tonight at the 11th hour because we strongly 
believe unless the County and cities commit to NEW ways to 
communicate and NEW ways of spending our taxpayer dollars, 
this Splost will be defeated.

We are not against the concept of SPLOST,  but  we may need 
a “time out”of one year to  all  work together to improve 
relationships, processes and develop documented strategic 
plans for a future splost.  



Rabun County is simply too small to be divided by municipal 
borders. Rabun County citizens should no longer be held 
hostage to petty politics, past grievances or prior disputes. Our 
future depends on it. 

Forging a new spirit of community cooperation will take good 
leadership from the very highest levels of government and 
citizen engagement. Citizens in the past have been complacent 
and that must end. Our leaders deserve our support and 
participation. That is why we are here tonight.

We have  2  specific requests that we make in the spirit of good 
government and collaboration.

Specifically, we request agreement to the following proposals 
from the Rabun County Coalition of Good Government  to  our 
elected officials.

1. Will the County commit to form a new Citizen Auxiliary 
Committee to work with County leadership to assess SPLOST 
priorities, and to provide frequent reports to the public on the 
status of the SPLOST(s)?  This is already done in several 
Georgia counties. 
2. Will the County commit to developing a long-term 
documented plan regarding its Roads, Streets and Bridges 
before the end of 2019 (showing all paved and  unpaved county 
roads and their rated physical and safety condition) to be 
utilized in prioritizing future SPLOST funding?



We urge our community to use the forum tonight as a way to 
come together toward the best interests of everyone who lives 
in Rabun County.

 Let’s work together to  tackle our high impact  problems.
 

In conclusion, we believe citizens should consider a 1 year 
delay
of the Splost.  In the interim a newly formed Citizen Auxiliary 
Committee could  work with the County to establish projects & 
funding priorities of a new splost.

  Thank you for the opportunity to be here this evening.  


