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Tricorn USA General Manager John Edgemon and Rabun County 
Director of Development Rick Story announced Tuesday that  the 
firm will open a local manufacturing facilty.

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

RABUN GAP—A com-
pany based in the United 
Kingdom has selected 
Rabun County as the site 
of for an expansion of its 
tubular manufacturing 
business.

Tricorn USA will 
begin manufacturing 
and painting pipes at the 
Rabun County Industrial 

Park as early as the end 
of this month.

Tricorn already op-
erates a manufacturing 
facility in neighboring 
Franklin, N.C., where 
they employ about 90 
people.

 They are coming to 
Rabun County to take 
advantage of painting 
equipment left behind 
when GAP Manufactur-
ing left the Rabun Coun-

ty Industrial Park in Feb-
ruary, said Rick Story, 
Director of Development 
for Rabun County.

The expansion will 
create 30-50 new jobs.

Tricorn General 
Manager John Edgemon 
said Tuesday the new 
jobs will involving both 
the painting of pipes and 
welding.

“They will max out at 
around $16 an hour for 

the painting,” Edgemon 
said. “Obviously, the 
welding will be more 
than that.”

Tricorn specializes in 
making both small and 
large diameter pipes for 
national companies such 
as John Deere, Caterpil-
lar and Volvo.

While the Franklin 
plant produces pipes 

Manufacturer to bring 30-50 new jobs
Tricorn USA opening new production facility in Rabun County Industrial Park

Please see JOBS, A3

Planning Clayton’s Future

Wayne Knuckles/The Clayton Tribune
Julia Brodsky, a planning associate with TSW Planners of Savannah, addresses a packed house at Clayton City Hall Tuesday night.

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—The city kicked off 
the public phase of their plan to 
create a comprehensive master 
plan that will serve as a blueprint 
for future growth Tuesday with a 
two-hour input session.

Nearly 100 people packed the 
meeting room at city hall as repre-
sentatives of TSW, the Savannah 

consulting firm hired to spearhead 
the planning effort, solicited ideas 
and opinions.

Parking, zoning, pedestrian 
traffic and future growth are just 
some of the issues expected to be ad-
dressed when the plan is completed.

“We want to know where we are 
now and where we’re going in the 
future, in a responsible manner 
that also allows for growth,” Mayor 

Jordan Green said at the start of the 
meeting.

He pointed out that the TSW plan 
is different than the comprehensive 
plan for the city that the state of 
Georgia requires that is also cur-
rently being compiled.

“That plan is mainly about sta-
tistics, but it’s not a master plan,” 

City to address future issues with 
new Master Plan for development

By Wayne Knuckles
The Clayton Tribune

CLAYTON—A long-
time Rabun County phy-
sician has filed a lawsuit 
against Mountain Lakes 
Medical Center and its 
parent company, alleg-
ing hospital employees 
improperly used his Na-
tional Provider Identifier 
Number (NPI) to fraud-
ulently submit bills to 
insurance companies for 
patients he never saw.

Dr. Ambrous “Butch” 
Findley alleges in the 
suit that the improper 
use of his NPI amounts to 
insurance fraud, invasion 
of privacy and forgery.

Findley is seeking an 
emergency discovery 
order requiring the 
hospital to “preserve all 
records associated with 
billing under his NPI, 
especially any that was 
done fraudulently.”

He is also asking the 
court to issue a perma-
nent injunction against 
the hospital, and for 
unspecified damages.

In response, the par-
ent company of MLMC, 
North Shore Health-
care Associates, denies 
wrongdoing and has filed 
a counterclaim alleg-
ing Findley violated a 
non-compete agreement 

by going to work for 
MedLink Rabun in Clay-
ton shortly after he left 
the hospital.

North Shore is asking 
for Findley’s claim to be 
dismissed, and that they 
be reimbursed for at-
torney fees in defending 
themselves against the 
lawsuit.

Findley’s suit relies 
on “personal statements 
from persons who for-
merly worked for” the 
hospital to assert that his 
NPI number was used to 
bill insurers for care not 
provided by Findley, and 
in some cases for services 
rendered after he had 
already left the hospital.

The hospital billed 
under Findley’s NPI for 
testing of blood and urine 
that he did not order, and 
for work performed by 
credentialed physicians, 
the lawsuit alleges.

The lawsuit asked for an 
injunction to preserve all 
records associated with 
the alleged incidents be-
cause “if he confronts (the 
hospital) or their attorney, 
(the hospital) will attempt 
to destroy, conceal or oth-
erwise make it difficult for 
(Findley) to obtain billing 
information from them.”

Doctor accuses 
hospital of 
fradulent billing

Megan Broome/The Clayton Tribune
Dr. Anthony Sgro

By Megan Broome 
Staff Writer

RABUN GAP— After eight 
years as Head of School at Rabun 
Gap-Nacoochee School, Dr. Antho-
ny Sgro is leaving at the end of this 
school year.

Sgro accepted a position as head 
of school for his alma mater The 
Asheville School, an independent 
boarding school of about 300 stu-
dents in Asheville, N.C. for kids in 
grades 9-12. 

He attended Hampden Sydney 
College and holds his bachelor and 
master’s degrees from Virginia 
Tech. He holds a doctorate from 

the University of Pennsylvania 
and was ordained in the Diocese of 
Atlanta of the Episcopal Church. 
He currently serves at St. James 
Episcopal Church in Clayton. 

Sgro came to Rabun Gap-Na-
coochee School from a position as 
assistant head of a boarding school 
in Virginia. 

He said Rabun Gap contacted 
him and asked if he would be 
interested in the head of school 
position. He admits that he wasn’t 
sure about taking the job initially, 
but a sudden overwhelming feeling 
on his third visit to campus made 
him change his mind. 

“All of a sudden I took a deep 
breath and I just had this sense of 
calm and this sense of calling that 
this is where I should be and this 
was the next step in my career.” 
Sgro said. “I was looking forward 
to having a different kind of lead-
ership experience and this was it.” 

Sgro said that a memorable part 
about his time at Rabun Gap-Na-
coochee School is the growth of 
the school. 

“Probably the most public part 
of my experience here has been 
the expansion of the school itself,” 

Sgro leaving with fond memories of RGNS

Please see SGRO A6
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Arrest Reports

The following people 
were arrested and lodged 
in the Rabun County 
Jail during the period 
April 28-May 5, accord-
ing to the Rabun County 
Sheriff’s Department. All 
defendants are presumed 
innocent unless convict-
ed or admitting guilt in 
court:

April 28
n Kellie Mae Goossens, 

37, Clayton, theft by 
shoplifting, contributing 
to the delinquency of a 
minor

April 29 
n Kayla Renee Hunt-

er, 30, battery, cruelty to 
children third degree
n Michael Paul 

McKeehan, 35, Clayton, 
probation violation

April 30
n James Phillip 

Andrews, 53, Clayton, 
fleeing or attempting to 
elude police officer, no 
tag, no proof of insur-
ance, failure to obey 
stop sign, driving while 
license suspended or 
revoked, tail light re-
quirements, possession 
of less than one ounce of 
marijuana, possession 
of Schedule I substance, 
unsafe vehicle or equip-
ment

May 1
n Brad Erwin Miller 

53, Dacula, DUI

May 2
n Dontavious Martell 

Carter, 30, Woodberry, 
probation violation
n Presley Nicole 

Cochran, 25, Otto, N.C., 
possession and use of 
drug related objects
n Adrian Shaun 

Greer, 46, Rabun Gap, vi-
olation of family violence 
order, stalking
n Carly Lechay 

Pruitt, 34, Toccoa, 
defective tires, failure 
to maintain lane, pos-
session and use of drug 
related objects
n Michael Stran-

ley-Jurado Vasquez, Mt. 
Airy, Ga., DUI, driving 
without a valid license, 
failure to maintain lane, 
driving too fast for condi-
tions, driving on wrong 
side of the road, hit and 
run
n Chris Vongkham-

souk, 28, Atlanta, failure 
to appear

May 3
n Brittany Natasha 

Houck, 24, Clayton, 
possession of less than 
one ounce of marijuana, 
possession of a Schedule 
I controlled substance
n Steven Gary 

Nicholson, 33, Otto, N.C., 
criminal trespass, aggra-
vated assault, theft by 
taking, false imprison-
ment, probation violation

May 4
n Joshua Seth Ben-

net, 38, Tiger, simple 
battery
n Patrick Lynn Jack-

son, 32, Dillard, cruelty 
to children

May 5
Justin Lewis Free, 46, 

Tiger, DUI, hit and run

Incident Reports
April 11
n A young girl went 

to her neighbor’s porch, 
stole a cage of chickens, 
and took them into her 
yard. She removed one 
chicken from the cage, 
jabbed it repeatedly with 
a stick, tore out some of 
its feathers, and threw 
it to a pit bull. She then 
threw the stick at the 
other chickens, break-
ing one bird’s legs. The 
responding officer noted 
that it is unlikely that 
the chicken will recover 
from these injuries. The 
officer attempted to make 
contact with the girl 
and her parents, but no 
one responded when he 
knocked on the door to 
their residence. The offi-
cer reported that he will 
continue his attempts to 
make contact. In addi-
tion, the officer offered to 
write a letter to a teacher 
explaining what had 
happened. The chickens 
belonged to a boy, who 
was raising them for a 
school project.  

April 17
n An investigation 

into the theft of $37 
worth of merchandise 
from a local retailer was 
opened. 
n A 56-year-old Cleve-

land, Georgia man was 
caught on tape stealing 
approximately $157 
worth of merchandise 
from a Clayton store. 

April 18
n A man called the 

police after he shot a dog 
following an attack on 
his livestock. The man 
arrived to find a dead 
sheep and an attack on 
his goats in progress by 
two dogs. The larger of 
the dogs turned toward 
the man and growled 
at him aggressively. 
The man shot towards 
the dog, causing both 
animals to flee. They 
were later located at the 
nearby residence of their 
owner. The smaller of the 
dogs suffered no injury, 
but the larger animal 
suffered a flesh wound to 
his back leg. Police and 
animal control deter-
mined that the wound 
was not life threatening 
and advised the owner of 
the dogs to quarantine 
the dogs for 10 days. 
n A Long Creek, SC 

man was arrested for 
aggravated stalking after 
he violated a temporary 

protective order by 
following his ex-wife to 
a daycare facility, a gas 
station, and her place of 
employment. 

April 21
n A deer ran into Seed 

Tick Road, causing dam-
age to a pickup truck as it 
traveled near the inter-
section of Seed Tick and 
Taylor Valley Roads. 

April 22
n A man reported that 

he accidentally threw 
away his automobile tag. 
n A woman reported 

a misplaced handicap 
placard. 
n An officer was dis-

patched to Cross Street 
and Foxfire Lane, where 
he found an intoxicated 
woman lying in the road. 
Although she had report-
edly taken her clothes off 
earlier, she was dressed 
when the officer arrived. 
She lifted her shirt 
when the officer asked 
her name. She smelled 
of alcohol and could not 
tell the officer where she 
lived. She was arrested 
for pedestrian under the 
influence of alcohol or 
drugs. 
n An investigation into 

suspicious activity that 
occurred in Rabun Coun-
ty was opened.  

April 23
n A man reported a 

lost or stolen boat tag. 
He said that the tag went 
missing sometime within 
the last five years. 

April 24
n A Winder man ran 

off the road after he 
passed another vehicle 
traveling on Devil’s 
Branch Road. 

April 25
n During a traffic stop 

for failure to maintain 
lane, a 53-year-old Clay-
ton man was arrested for 
possession of a Schedule 
I controlled substance, 
failure to maintain lane, 
driving while license 
suspended, possession 
of less than one ounce 
of marijuana, crossing 
state or county guard 
lines with a weapon, and 
illegal possession of a 
controlled substance. His 
passenger, a 33-year-old 
Clayton woman, was 
arrested for possession 
of a Schedule I controlled 
substance and illegal 
possession of a controlled 
substance. 
n Three local female 

high school students 
accepted a friend request 
on Snapchat, but none 
of the girls knew who 
the person was. Soon they 
began receiving messages 
that made them  uncomfort-
able. They each asked the 
person to stop contacting 
them, but the unknown per-
son continued to send the 
messages.The person was 

then blocked, but the person 
created another account 
and sent another friend re-
quest. The unknown person 
sends messages stating that 
they know the size and color 
of the students’ undergar-
ments. The person also 
describes their tan lines and 
makes inappropriate com-
ments about their bodies. 
The person said that they 
are known to the students 
outside of these Snapchat 
accounts, that the unknown 
person has supported the 
students in the past.. A pic-
ture taken from the inside 
of the Rabun County High 
School fine arts building 
during Rabun Idol was sent 
to the girls. The unknown 
person has used numer-
ous accounts to continue 
communicating with the 
students. Local law enforce-
ment contacted Snapchat in 
regarding the accounts. 

April 26
n A man reported that a 

deer ran in front of his car 
as he traveled on Highway 
441 North near Grasshop-
per Lane. 

April 27
n The owner of a moving 

company accused a local 
law enforcement officer 
of using intimidation as a 
means of avoiding payment 
of an outstanding bill. The 
man said that the officer 
employed his moving 
company for five and a half 
hours, but only paid for 
four hours. When he was 
contacted by the owner’s 
wife regarding the bill for 
the additional one and a 
half hours, the owner re-
ported that the officer was 
abusive and refused to pay. 
Two deputies questioned 
the officer about the bill. 
He stated that he paid the 
company for all of the work 
they did. He showed copies 
of cleared checks written to 
the company to the depu-
ties. He said that he encour-
aged the owner to call law 
enforcement so they could 
get the matter cleared up. 
Both parties were advised 
to proceed through Magis-
trate Court. 

April 29
n A woman threw 

a picture frame at her 
boyfriend when he told her 
she needed to get a job. Law 
enforcement was alerted 
to a domestic dispute by 
neighbors, who could hear 
screaming. When the 
officer arrived, he noted 
that the man’s arm was 
bleeding, there were deep 
scratches on both sides of 
his neck, and that there 
was blood on the floor and 
outside steps. The man 
told the officer that he is 
between jobs and that he 
told his girlfriend that she 
is lazy and needs to get a 
job to help them pay their 
bills. She became angry and 
threw the picture frame, 
hitting her boyfriend and 
scattering broken glass on 
the floor. The boyfriend stat-
ed that his feet sustained 
cuts when he stepped on the 
broken glass. The officer re-
ported that when he entered 
the house,  the woman was 
screaming accusations of 
corruption in Rabun Coun-
ty. After she calmed down, 
she told the police officer 
that the neighbors need to 
mind their own business 
and that her family will not 
give her money because 
of her boyfriend. She told 
the officer that she threw 
the picture frame at her 
boyfriend when she got mad 
and that their child was in 
a crib in the bedroom. The 
man, who did not wish to 
press charges, was taken 
to his father’s house by 
the officer. A decision was 
made by a supervisor at 
the sheriff’s office to take 

out warrants for family 
violence and cruelty to chil-
dren against the woman. 
She was arrested. 

April 30
n A  53-year-old Clayton 

man on a motorcycle led an 
officer in a midnight chase 
up Black Rock Mountain 
Parkway. The officer was 
patrolling when he noticed 
that the motorcycle’s tail 
light was not working. He 
then saw the motorcycle’s 
headlight fail for several 
seconds. When the officer 
initiated a traffic stop, the 
driver of the motorcycle 
ran a stop sign at Nelson 
Avenue and continued to 
drive away from the officer, 
eventually coming to a stop 
at  residence on Rogers Av-
enue after causing damage 
to two vehicles parked at the 
address. The officer drew 
his weapon and told the 
man to get on the ground. 
The man compiled after 
several commands by the 
officer. The officer removed 
the man’s helmet and 
completed a search. A vial 
of suspected THC oil and a 
bag of suspected marijuana 
were found in the suspect’s 
pocket. After backup offi-
cers arrived, the man said 
that he did not stop because 
the choke on his motorcycle 
was stuck and he panicked. 
James Phillip Andrews was 
arrested for fleeing, no tag, 
unsafe vehicle or equip-
ment, no proof of insurance, 
failure to obey stop sign, tail 
light requirements, driving 
while license suspended 
or revoked (felony), and 
possession of a Schedule I 
controlled substance. 
n An investigation into 

the theft of a laptop from a 
local retailer was opened.  
n A daughter caused 

a stir when she came to 
her mother’s house unan-
nounced in order to retrieve 
some rocks. The 48-year-old 
woman became angry and 
yelled at her mother and 
another woman who ar-
rived at the house because 
the woman did not wave at 
her when they passed on 
the driveway. The mother 
told police that she did not 
want her daughter back on 
the property without law 
enforcement present. 

May 1
n The theft of over $150 

worth of clothing from a 
local retailer prompted an 
investigation. 
n An officer met with 

a Habersham Electric 
Membership Cooperative 
representative at a resi-
dence on the 3000 block of 
Persimmon Road to make 
a report of stolen electricity. 
Jumper cables had been 
placed on the line in order 
to bypass the meter. 
n A man reported a lost 

tag. 
n A woman reported 

a lost tag decal after the 
intended recipient of the 
mailed decal told her that it 
was never delivered. 
n A local man’s lost 

dog was recovered by 
a lost hiker. The local 
man reported the dog 
missing, and when the 
Scaly Mountain Fire 
Department assisted a 
hiker who was lost in 
the woods, they noted 
that the hiker took a 
dog who was in the area 
home with him to Gwin-
nett County. The man 
contacted the hiker and 
made arrangements to 
retrieve the dog. 

May 2
n A large tree fell on 

an unoccupied vehicle 
parked on Laurel Lodge 
Road. 
n A 21-year-old man 

left the scene of an 
accident after he lost 
control of his car, ran 

off the road, struck two 
trees, and came to rest 
against a third tree. He 
was located and arrested 
for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. 
n A woman reported 

that her ID card was lost 
or stolen. 
n A man was arrested 

for violating a family 
violence order after he 
attempted to contact his 
ex-wife in defiance of a 
protective order. 

May 3
n A two-vehicle ac-

cident occurred in the 
driveway of a Finch 
Drive residence. 

May 5
n A man continued to 

drive home after he hit a 
car that was turning into 
Tiger Mountain Vine-
yards. 
n A man lost control of 

his car when he swerved 
to miss a deer that ran 
into Highway 197 West. 
The car left the roadway, 
hit a stand of trees, and 
flipped. No injuries were 
reported. 
n A woman left the 

scene of an accident after 
she concluded that no 
damage was sustained 
by either of the involved 
vehicles. The owner of 
the other car reported 
her tag number to law 
enforcement officers, 
who contacted her and 
made a report. 

May 6
n A woman admitted 

that she was not pay-
ing attention when she 
backed out of a parking 
space and hit another 
vehicle. 

Fire/EMS
Rabun County Fire 

Services responded to 
the following incidents 
from April 29 through 
May 5:

April 29
n 4 Medical Respond-

er or Assist EMS calls
  
April 30
n3 Medical Responder 

or Assist EMS calls
nMotor Vehicle Colli-

sion – Highway 76 West at 
Rogers Street
nLanding Zone Stand 

by – 162 Legacy Point
  
May 1
n2 Medical Responder 

or Assist EMS calls
nSmoke Investigation – 

720 Wolffork Road
 
May 2
n5 Medical Responder 

or Assist EMS calls
nMotor Vehicle Colli-

sion – 3031 Highway 197
nLanding Zone Stand 

by – 162 Legacy Point
  
May 3
n2 Medical Responder 

or Assist EMS calls
nMotor Vehicle Colli-

sion – Highway 76 West 
near Towns County Line
nLanding Zone Stand 

by – 898 Highway 441 
South
nCarbon Monoxide 

Alarm – 8 Light House 
Lane

May 4
n3 Medical Responder 

or Assist EMS calls

May 5
n6 Medical Responder 

or Assist EMS calls
nMotor Vehicle Colli-

sion (entrapment) – 9971 
Highway 441 South
nMotor Vehicle Colli-

sion – Highway 197 near 
Huguenot Circle
nMotor Vehicle Colli-

sion – 2592 Old 441 South

Green said. “It doesn’t 
tell us what we need 
to do, or how things 
should look. The two go 
hand in hand, but they 
are different. Hope-
fully, they will help 
us build a sustainable 
Clayton that everyone 
can live in and enjoy.”

Sarah McColley, a 
planning associate with 
TSW, said care should 
be taken when address-
ing parking issues in 
the city.

“Adding a whole lot of 
parking can sometimes 
make it harder to walk, 
because you have far-
ther distances between 
building and business-
es,” she said. “The 
central business district 
is fairly conducive to a 
walking environment. 
Walkability needs to be 
increased throughout 
the downtown area. You 
may be able to widen 
sidewalks to allow pe-
destrians to pass each 
other and also allow for 
outdoor seating.”

McColley noted there’s 
a parking problem for 
downtown businesses, 
but said there are a “fair 
amount” of parking 
spaces on Main Street 
and Savannah Street.

“There might be a way 
to increase on-street 
parking on additional 
streets,” she said. “On 
Main Street alone, there 
are 171 parking spaces. 
On Savannah Street, 
there are about 60. You 
can get a significant 
amount of parking on 
the street without hav-
ing to build a parking 
lot where another build-
ing or business might be 
located.”

McColley said the city 
should take advantage 
of the natural resourc-
es that are unique to 
Clayton.

“You have these beau-
tiful mountains in close 
proximity to outdoor 
recreation opportuni-
ties, which is a great 
asset to build on,” she 
said. “Make sure they’re 
accessible to pedestri-
ans and cyclists. And so-
cial spaces invite people 
to linger downtown, so 
how could we capitalize 
on that?”

Tom Walsh, principal 
partner in TSW, said the 
firm will be reviewing 
existing city zoning 
ordinances in the near 
future.

“We’re going to recom-
mend that you enhance 
or make the code work 
for downtown, so that if 
somebody comes along 
and develops something, 
they have to follow these 

rules,” Walsh said. “I 
see a lot of loopholes in 
your code right now. We 
want to strengthen the 
code.”

He said the role of his 
firm in the planning 
process will be to make 
recommendations, but 
not dictate how Clayton 
should develop.

“We encourage par-
ticipation from citizens, 
developers and property 
owners,” he said. “The 
master plan is a road 
map. It outlines how the 
community will look in 
5-10 years. It’s not just 
a plan you pull out of 
a drawer and read. We 
want it to be implant-
able.”

The remainder of the 
two-hour meeting was 
spent in TSW staff mem-
bers engaging those 
who attended Tuesday’s 
meeting about different 
aspects of city planning.

They plan to return 
June 18 for a 3-day 
design workshop and 
walking tour.

Citizens are encour-
aged to visit the city’s 
website for a link to a 
survey where they can 
answer questions about 
the ways in which down-
town is utilized.

TSW hopes to have 
the final plan ready 
for council approval by 
mid-September.

PLAN
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